
  

RA Works! promotes entry-level certificates articulating into Registered Apprenticeship opportunities as a viable, effective training option for dislocated workers.  Through RA Works! the Department of Commerce will enhance existing partnerships with postsecondary institutions, industry experts and the state and local Workforce Investment Boards to recruit and train dislocated workers.
RA Works! will be used to expand opportunities for an interim certificate in the form of the Manufacturing Skills Certificate (MSC) and the Energy Process Industry Certificate (EPIC) when it becomes available.

RA Works! will help retrain dislocated workers with the aim of returning them to the workforce.  The funds leveraged from RA Works! will pay the costs of related technical instruction (RTI) for any qualified dislocated worker entering into a Registered Apprenticeship in advanced manufacturing or energy industries.  The dislocated workers must be identified as such by WIA local office staff.  WIA Local Area funds may be used for supportive services, as needed and appropriate.


The RA Scholarship program is available to companies and Joint Labor-Management programs that support the Department of Commerce’s critical industries and include Advanced Manufacturing, Aviation, Bio-Science/Animal Health, Energy, Professional Services and Value-Added Agriculture, as well as in Construction and Rural Business Succession.
The objective is to provide an incentive to hire dislocated and underemployed workers into Registered Apprenticeship opportunities in strategic areas of the Kansas economy.  These opportunities will provide gainful employment with significant skill enhancement and excellent wage outcomes.

Under RA Scholarships, the program will provide up to $500 per year per apprentice toward the cost of Related Technical Instruction for the first two years of training for any qualified dislocated or underemployed individual.  The dislocated/underemployed individuals must be identified as such by WIA local office staff.  WIA Local Area funds may be used for supportive services, as needed and appropriate.
